REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Remarks 

At the outset, the applicant points out that the application as originally filed with the 
preliminary amendment included 31 claims and not 29 as indicated in the present Office 
action. It appears as though claims 30 and 31 were not considered. The applicant respectfully 
requests clarification. 

Restriction / Election 

The Office considered the claims as filed (and amended in the preliminary amendment) 
to be directed to several patentably distinct inventions. More specifically, the Examiner alleges 
that claims 1-15 would be directed to a peptide (Invention I), claim 16 would be directed to a 
fusion peptide (Invention II), claims 18-27 would be directed to a nucleic acid and vector 
(Invention III), claims 23-24 would be directed to a method of isolating a protein (Invention IV), 
claim 28 would be directed to a use of a peptide (Invention V), and claim 29 would be directed to 
a detection method (Invention VI). 

The position of the Office is unclear for various reasons. Among other things, claims 17, 
19-22, 25-26, are not addressed in the Examiner's listing. Moreover, claims 30 and 31 were 
apparently not even considered. Consequently, for at least these reasons, the applicant disagrees. 

Furthermore, the applicant believes that all of the claims are drawn to a single invention 
as the common technical feature providing unity is the streptavidin binding peptide (comprising 
sequential arrangement of at least two different or identical streptavidin-binding and/or 
streptavidin mutein-binding modules). Accordingly, a search for such peptide should 
automatical ly cover fusion proteins as well as the corresponding nucleic acid sequence. 
Therefore, the restriction requirement is traversed for the above reason and the applicant request 
reconsideration. The applicant further provisionally elects Invention lias characterized by the 
Examiner. Claims 16, and claims 32-45 read on provisionally elected Invention II. 
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Claims 1-45 are pending in the application, and the applicant respectfully requests 
consideration of the claims as presently pending. 



Respectfully submitted, 



RUTAI^X 



By. 




Martin Fessenmaier, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 46,697 
Tel.: (714) 641-5100 
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